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The Beloved Land — Texts

1. Prompts
Prompt 1 - Bereishit 2:15
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God took the man, and put him in the Garden of Eden, to work it and to preserve it.

Prompt 2 - Tehillim 115:15-16
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May you be blessed of the Lord who made heaven and earth.
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The heavens are the heavens of the Lord: but he has given the earth to the children of men.

2. Sources

Source 1: Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:1

Tu B’Shvat, the holiday celebrated on the fifteenth of the month of Shvat, is known as the “New Year for Trees”
in rabbinic literature. The Mishnah, the first codification of Jewish law, from the early third-century land of
Israel, details the four different “New Years” in the Jewish calendar and explains the unique purpose each one
serves.
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There are four days in the year that serve as the New Year, each for a different purpose: On the first of Nissan
is the New Year for kings; it is from this date that the years of a king’s rule are counted. And the first of Nissan
is also the New Year for the order of the Festivals, as it determines which is considered the first Festival of the
year and which is the last. On the first of E/ul is the New Year for animal tithes; all the animals born prior to that
date belong to the previous tithe year and are tithed as a single unit, whereas those born after that date belong
to the next tithe year. Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon say: The New Year for animal tithes is on the first of
Tishrei. On the first of Tishrei is the New Year for counting years, as will be explained in the Gemara; for
calculating Sabbatical Years and Jubilee Years, i.e., from the first of Tishrei there is a biblical prohibition to
work the land during these years; for planting, for determining the years of orla, the three-year period from
when a tree has been planted during which time its fruit is forbidden; and for tithing vegetables, as vegetables
picked prior to that date cannot be tithed together with vegetables picked after that date. On the first of Shvat is
the New Year for the tree; the fruit of a tree that was formed prior to that date belongs to the previous tithe year
and cannot be tithed together with fruit that was formed after that date; this ruling is in accordance with the
statement of Beit Shammai. But Beit Hillel says: The New Year for trees is on the fifteenth of Shvat.


https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.16?ven=Metsudah_Chumash,_Metsudah_Publications,_2009&lang=bi&with=Translations&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.115.5?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Rosh_Hashanah.1.1?lang=bi
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Source 2: Bereishit 1:1
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In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth
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n'wxM In the beginning — Rabbi Isaac said: The Torah which is the Law book of Israel should have
commenced with the verse (Shemot 12:2) “This month shall be unto you the first of the months” which is the
first commandment given to Israel. What is the reason, then, that it commences with the account of the
Creation? Because of the thought expressed in the text (Tehillim 111:6), “He declared to His people the
strength of His works (i.e. He gave an account of the work of Creation) so that He might give them the heritage
of the nations.” For should the peoples of the world say to Israel, “You are robbers because you took by force
the lands of the seven nations of Canaan”, Israel may reply to them, “All the earth belongs to the Holy One,
blessed be He; He created it and gave it to whom He pleased. When He willed He gave it to them, and when
He willed He took it from them and gave it to us” (Yalkut Shimoni on Torah 187).

Source 3: Devarim 11:10-12
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For the land that you are about to enter and possess is not like the land of Egypt from which you have come.
There the grain you sowed had to be watered by your own labors, like a vegetable garden;
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but the land you are about to cross into and possess, a land of hills and valleys, soaks up its water from the
rains of heaven.
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Itis a land which your God nin' looks after, on which your God always keeps an eye, from year’s beginning to
year’s end.

Source 4: Devarim 20:19-20
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https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.1?ven=The_Koren_Jerusalem_Bible&lang=bi&with=Translations&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.1?lang=he&with=Rashi&lang2=he
https://www.sefaria.org.il/Deuteronomy.11.10-12?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.20.19?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
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When in your war against a city you have to besiege it a long time in order to capture it, you must not destroy
its trees, wielding the ax against them. You may eat of them, but you must not cut them down. Are trees of the
field human to withdraw before you into the besieged city?

Only trees that you know do not yield food may be destroyed; you may cut them down to construct siegeworks
against the city that is waging war on you until it has been reduced.

Source 5: Tehillim 92:13
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The righteous bloom like a date-palm;
they thrive like a cedar in Lebanon;
Source 6: Mishlei 3:18
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She is a tree of life to those who grasp her,
And whoever holds on to her is happy.

Source 7:
List of Masechtot in the Mishnah

Source 8: Pirkei Avot 3:7
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Rabbi Elazar of Bartotha said: give to Him of that which is His, for you and that which is yours is His; and thus
it says with regards to David: “for everything comes from You, and from Your own hand have we given you” (I
Chronicles 29:14). Rabbi Shimon said: if one is studying while walking on the road and interrupts his study and
says, “how fine is this tree!” [or] “How fine is this newly plowed field!” scripture accounts it to him as if he was
mortally guilty.

Source 9: Kiddushin 36b-37a
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Mishnah: Any mitzvah that is dependent on the land [aretz] applies only in Eretz Yisrael, and any mitzvah that
is not dependent on the land applies both in Eretz Yisrael and outside of Eretz Yisrael.
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This is apart from the mitzvot of orla and diverse kinds, which apply even outside of Eretz Yisrael. Rabbi
Eliezer says: This is the halakha even with regard to the prohibition to eat from the new crop before the omer
offering has been brought on the sixteenth of Nissan.


http://sefaria.org/Psalms.92.14?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Proverbs.3.18?ven=Tanakh:_The_Holy_Scriptures,_published_by_JPS&lang=bi
https://www.lookstein.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Books-of-the-Mishnah-Chart-HebEng.pdf
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_Avot.3.7?vhe=Torat_Emet_357&lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org.il/Kiddushin.36b?lang=bi
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Gemara: The Gemara asks: What is meant by mitzvot that are dependent on the land, and what is meant by
mitzvot that are not dependent on the land? If we say that a mitzvah is called dependent in a case where it is
written in verse with regard to it: Coming to Eretz Yisrael, and a mitzvah that is not dependent on the land is
one concerning which the verb: Coming, or the verb: Bringing, is not written in verse with regard to it, that
would lead to difficulty: But aren’t there the mitzvot of donning phylacteries and the redemption of the firstborn
donkey, in which the verse states: Bringing, in the passage: “And it shall be when the Lord shall bring you to
the land of the Canaanite...And every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb...And it shall be for a
sign upon your hand, and for frontlets between your eyes” (Shemot 13:11-16), and yet those mitzvot apply
both in Eretz Yisrael and outside of Eretz Yisrael.
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Rav Yehuda said that this is what the mishnah is saying: Any mitzvah that is an obligation of the body, i.e., an
obligation upon the person, applies both in Eretz Yisrael and outside of Eretz Yisrael. Conversely, an obligation
of the land, that is, a mitzvah that applies specifically to the earth and its growths, applies only in Eretz Yisrael.
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The Gemara continues discussing the conduct of the Sages, citing that Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning
of that which is written: “And the faith of your times shall be a strength of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge,
the fear of the Lord is his treasure” (Yeshayahu 33:6)? Faith; that is the order of Zera’im, Seeds, in the
Mishnah, because a person has faith in God and plants his seeds (Jerusalem Talmud). Your times; that is the
order of Moed, Festival, which deals with the various occasions and Festivals that occur throughout the year.
Strength; that is the order of Nashim, Women. Salvations; that is the order of Nezikin, Damages, as one who is
being pursued is rescued from the hands of his pursuer. Wisdom; that is the order of Kodashim, Consecrated
Items. And knowledge; that is the order of Teharot, Purity, which is particularly difficult to master. And even if a
person studies and masters all of these, “the fear of the Lord is his treasure,” it is preeminent.
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With regard to the same verse, Rava said: After departing from this world, when a person is brought to
judgment for the life he lived in this world, they say to him in the order of that verse: Did you conduct business
faithfully? Did you designate times for Torah study? Did you engage in procreation? Did you await salvation?
Did you engage in the dialectics of wisdom or understand one matter from another? And, nevertheless, beyond
all these, if the fear of the Lord is his treasure, yes, he is worthy, and if not, no, none of these accomplishments
have any value. There is a parable that illustrates this. A person who said to his emissary: Bring a kor of wheat
up to the attic for me to store there. The messenger went and brought it up for him. He said to the emissary:
Did you mix a kav of homton, a preservative to keep away worms, into it for me? He said to him: No. He said to
him: If so, it would have been preferable had you not brought it up. Of what use is worm-infested wheat?
Likewise, Torah and mitzvot without the fear of God are of no value.



