The
A’A Lookstein

Center

Is There a “Right” Way to Light on Chanukah?
Source Packet

Notes to Teachers and Students:
e The separations of the texts are for the purpose of clarity and organization of
comprehension questions.
e The Sefaria translation includes elucidation from Rabbi Steinzaltz.

1. Talmud Shabbat 21b
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The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzvah of Hanukkah is each day to have a
light kindled by a person, the head of the household, for himself and his household. And
the mehadrin, i.e., those who are meticulous in the performance of mitzvot, kindle a light
for each and everyone in the household.

And the mehadrin min hamehadrin, who are even more meticulous, adjust the number
of lights daily. Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel disagree as to the nature of that adjustment.
Beit Shammai say: On the first day one kindles eight lights and, from there on, gradually
decreases the number of lights until, on the last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one light.
And Beit Hillel say: On the first day one kindles one light, and from there on, gradually
increases the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles eight lights.

Ulla said: There were two amora’im in the West, Eretz Yisrael, who disagreed with
regard to this dispute, Rabbi Yosei bar Avin and Rabbi Yosei bar Zevida. One said that
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the reason for Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the
incoming days, i.e., the future. On the first day, eight days remain in Hanukkah, one
kindles eight lights, and on the second day seven days remain, one kindles seven, etc.
The reason for Beit Hillel's opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the
outgoing days. Each day, the number of lights corresponds to the number of the days of
Hanukkah that were already observed. And one said that the reason for Beit Shammai'’s
opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the bulls of the festival of Sukkot:
Thirteen were sacrificed on the first day and each succeeding day one fewer was
sacrificed (Numbers 29:12—-31). The reason for Beit Hillel’s opinion is that the number of
lights is based on the principle: One elevates to a higher level in matters of sanctity and
one does not downgrade. Therefore, if the objective is to have the number of lights
correspond to the number of days, there is no alternative to increasing their number with
the passing of each day.

Rabba bar bar Hana said that Rabbi Yohanan said: There were two Elders in Sidon, and
one of them acted in accordance with the opinion of Beit Shammai, and one of them
acted in accordance with the opinion of Beit Hillel. Each provided a reason for his
actions: One gave a reason for his actions: The number of lights corresponds to the
bulls of the Festival. And one gave a reason for his actions: The number of lights is
based on the principle: One elevates to a higher level in matters of sanctity and one
does not downgrade.
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2. Talmud Eruvin 13b
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Rabbi Abba said that Shmuel said: For three years Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel
disagreed. These said: The halakha is in accordance with our opinion, and these said:
The halakha is in accordance with our opinion. Ultimately, a Divine Voice emerged and
proclaimed: Both these and those are the words of the living God. However, the halakha
is in accordance with the opinion of Beit Hillel.
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The Gemara asks: Since both these and those are the words of the living God, why
were Beit Hillel privileged to have the halakha established in accordance with their
opinion? The reason is that they were agreeable and forbearing, showing restraint when
affronted, and when they taught the halakha they would teach both their own
statements and the statements of Beit Shammai. Moreover, when they formulated their
teachings and cited a dispute, they prioritized the statements of Beit Shammai to their
own statements, in deference to Beit Shammai.


https://www.sefaria.org/Eruvin.13b.10?ven=William_Davidson_Edition_-_English&lang=bi

The
A’A Lookstein

Center

3. Mishnah Avot (Pirkei Avot) 5:17
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Every dispute that is for the sake of Heaven, will in the end endure; But one that is not
for the sake of Heaven, will not endure. Which is the controversy that is for the sake of
Heaven? Such was the controversy of Hillel and Shammai. And which is the
controversy that is not for the sake of Heaven? Such was the controversy of Korah and
all his congregation.

What was the controversy of Korah and his congregation?
Bemidbar 16:1-3
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Now Korah, son of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi, betook himself, along with Dathan
and Abiram sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth—descendants of Reuben —

to rise up against Moses, together with two hundred and fifty Israelites, chieftains of the
community, chosen in the assembly, men of repute.

They combined against Moses and Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! For
all the community are holy, all of them, and God is in their midst. Why then do you raise
yourselves above God’s congregation?”

Here is an explanation from Malbim, a 19th-century commentary:
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Our Sages taught us that a makhloket I'sheim shamayim (debate for the sake of
Heaven) is one where each of the two sides of the debate is equally dedicated to the
ultimate purpose of “for the sake of Heaven.” However, in a debate that is o I'sheim
shamayim (not for the sake of Heaven), members of one or both sides are motivated by
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the pursuit of personal honor and status. Therefore, there is division even between the
parties that came together to oppose the other side. Each has his own motivations,
which may be in opposition to others in his group. (English explanation: Leah Herzog)

4. Talmud Bavli Yevamot 14b

Note to teachers and students: this section of the Talmud deals with who may
and may not marry and the implications for the children of these marriages.
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Despite the fact that these halakhot entail important ramifications depending on whether
or not these women were married or fit for marriage, or whether their offspring were fit
for marriage, Beit Shammai did not refrain from marrying women from Beit Hillel, nor did
Beit Hillel refrain from marrying women from Beit Shammai. This serves to teach you
that they practiced affection and camaraderie between them, to fulfill that which is
stated: “Love truth and peace” (Zechariah 8:19).
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