Chana’s Anguish and Triumph Suggested
Commentaries for Shmuel Aleph 1-2:11

~ Chana ~
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1Samuel 1:6 “And her rival would anger her in order to make her
miserable”
From Oz Melech, Yigal Ariel, p. 11

Penina does not tolerate the contentment and balance that was created in the

household. She wants...to break Chana and then inherit her position. Penina angered
Chana constantly, with no relief, in order to make her miserable. Our Sages
explained (Yalkut Shimoni B' 73), ‘in order to make her complain to God.' Penina
distressed Hannah, to break her mentally and spiritually. Penina tries Chana's
tolerance to its utmost limit which will destabilize her contentment and faith —and
with them her grace.
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1Samuel 1:11 "Lord of Hosts"
Rashi, translated by A. J. Rosenberg
And our Rabbis explained in Tractate Brachot, Until now, there was no person who

called the Holy One, Blessed be He, Hosts. (Why then, did Hannah call Him by this
name?) But, she said before Him: “O Lord of the universe, from all the hosts which
You created in Your world, do You find it difficult to grant me one son?"
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1 Samuel 1:6 "Her Rival"
Radak

Penina would instigate against her, All case of two wives to one husband are called
"tsarot", since they are usually hostile to one another.
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1Samuel 1:7 "Year after Year"
Rashi, translated by A. J. Rosenberg
He would give her a choice portion to demonstrate to her that he loved her. And her

rival would anger her more and more according to the affection that her husband
demonstrated to her.
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1Samuel 1:7 “So She angered Her”

Metzudat David

She would likewise anger her; meaning that he performed his (actions) in order to
show her affection, and likewise Penina performed hers.
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1Samuel 1:8 “Am | Not Better Than Ten Sons?”
From Da’at Miqra, page 7

And the questions that Elkana asked, their intention was rhetorical, because he knew

why she was crying, and they are the way of coaxing and conciliation. That is to
say, “you shouldn't cry, since I..."

..Elkana's conciliatory words and consolations did not settle on Chana's heart.

Similarly, although Rachel loved Yaakov more than anything, his love for her was not
compensation for the pain of her barrenness, and she said to Yaakov, "Give me
children, and if not, | am dead."..Because of her great love, she craved even more to
give birth to children for him..and thus she arose in the bitterness of her spirit, to
pour out her bitter speech before God.
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1 Samuel 1:8 “Am | Not Better”
Yalkut Shimoni, Section 77

Be happy with what you have.

8. 011 mwyn" n"7,N:N N"NU"
77 1m ,X"nV 7Y NIynw OIg7

.19 7w DN 1N

1 Samuel 1:8 “More than ten children’
Yalkut Shimoni, Section 77

These are the children of Penina.
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1Samuel 1:6
From Oz Melech, Yigal Ariel, p. 10

Elkana suggests to her [Chana] acceptance: “Am | not better than ten children?”

You don't have children; this is a fact and you cannot change it. Over the years you
have become accustomed to this situation and you have acquired for yourself in its
place other advantages. You are loved, you are a housewife. Granted, you don't
have a future, but the present exists. You lack fulfillment and the true expression,
but you achieved a high internal level. Do you not receive two portions in the place
of one?

Chana is not under the domain of another person. She is a crystallized and an

independent personality. She paves her way and she has her own individualized
expression. She is not consoled, does not break, and also does not depend on
others that they will save her. Chana explodes in prayer and transmits her being
towards heaven with astounding devotion. She vows and dedicates her son and
object of her affections, and thereby transforms the whole face of reality.
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