Chana’s Anguish and Triumph Suggested
Commentaries for Shmuel Aleph 1-2:11
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1 Samuel 1:7 "Year after Year"

Rashi, translated by A. J. Rosenberg

He would give her a choice portion to demonstrate to her that he loved her. And
her rival would anger her more and more, according to the affection that her
husband demonstrated to her.
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1 Samuel 1:8 “Am | Not Better Than Ten Sons?”
From Da’at Migra, page 7

And the questions that Elkana asked, their intention was rhetorical, because he

knew why she was crying, and they are the way of coaxing and conciliation. That
is to say, “you shouldn't cry, since I...”

...Elkana's conciliatory words and consolations did not settle on Chana's heart.

Similarly, although Rachel loved Yaakov more than anything, his love for her was
not compensation for the pain of her barrenness, and she said to Yaakov, "Give
me children, and if not, | am dead."...Because of her great love, she craved even
more to give birth to children for him...and thus she arose in the bitterness of her
spirit, to pour out her bitter speech before God.
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1 Samuel 1:6
From Oz Melech, Yigal Ariel, p. 9

Elkana is characterized in this chapter through one undertaking that is of great

significance: "And this man went up from his city from year to year to worship
and to sacrifice unto the Lord of hosts in Shilo." Elkana’s fear of God and
righteousness are fixed in a given framework, from "year to year" he follows a set
order, a “routine” of holiness. Elkana does not violate or alter this order, even
when the foundation pillars shake and unusual circumstances emerge. According
to him man must act with restraint and wield persistence in regular service of
God, even at times of great emotion...

Elkana’s routine pilgrimage to Shilo could be viewed as a mitzvah without any

intention, like grasping only the external structure of the mitzvah... despite the
difficult times in Shilo, Elkana makes an effort to continue to go. He does not
seek the preists in Shilo, only God. The routine of his life is a routine of holiness,
which clothed stormy emotions in actual daily actions. Through these man
channels his emotions in a direction that builds and creates, and elevates himself
and his surroundings step after step higher.

Elkana suggests to her [Chana] acceptance: “Am | not better than ten children?”

You don't have children; this is a fact and you cannot change it. Over the years
you have become accustomed to this situation and you have acquired for yourself
in its place other advantages. You are loved, you are a housewife. Granted, you
don’t have a future, but the present exists. You lack fulfilment and the true
expression, but you achieved a high internal level. Do you not receive two
portions in the place of one?
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