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(39) Mark, on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the yield of
your land, you shall observe the festival of God [to last] seven days: a complete rest on the first
day, and a complete rest on the eighth day.

(40) On the first day you shall take the product of hadar trees, branches of palm trees, boughs
of leafy trees, and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before your God seven days.
(41) You shall observe it as a festival of God for seven days in the year; you shall observe it in
the seventh month as a law for all time, throughout the ages.

(42) You shall live in booths for seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in booths (sukkot),
(43) in order that future generations may know that | made the Israelite people live in booths
(sukkot) when | brought them out of the land of Egypt—I, your God.

(44) So Moses declared to the Israelites the set times of God.
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(43) Because | made the Israelite people live in booths (sukkot) - these are the clouds of glory.
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The plain meaning of the text is in agreement with the view expressed in Talmud Sukkah:11
according to which the word is to be understood literally. The meaning of the verse "sukkah"
then would be: “construct for yourselves the festival of huts when you gather in your grain and
grape harvest (Devarim 16,13) You are to do this at the time you gather in the produce of the
earth and your houses are filled with all the good things the earth produces such a grain, grape,
wine, and oil (olives). This is to be done in order that you will remember” in the desert for a
period of 40 years when they neither owned land nor found themselves in a cultivated part of
the earth. Remembering all this you will have ample reason to be grateful to the One Who has
provided you with all of your present wealth and comfort. You must not fall into the trap of
thinking that all this success is due to your own efforts. We find a similar thought expressed in
Devarim 8,2-3 “you shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you for these
last 40 years...and He fed you the manna, etc.” Why do | command you to do all this? For the
Lord your God brings you to a good ...and you will eat and be satisfied, etc. As a result, your
heart may become haughty and you will credit yourself with all this as your own achievement.
(Devarim 8 7-18) In order that this will not happen and to show that the Israelites God’s part in
their success they will move out of their solid houses as a reminder of the time when they had
not been blessed with any of these benefits which they enjoyed ever since inheriting the land of
their forefathers. They acknowledge that it is God Who provides the Jewish people with the
ability and valor

0 NIV ,2 PIS NI NIDN NIYN
,19399 90N ODIND ,D2NYI 1T ONIY NI YIR N0 NYIY DTN D20 NYaY 92
VIR 19 7991 ,1217 D12 3110 RIY TaYy ,N0ITAT0 10T, 59N 1990 .NIPRD NPTV
)9 Yy

All seven days of Sukkot, a person renders his sukkah his permanent residence and his house
his temporary residence. If rain fell, when is it permitted to vacate the sukkah? It is permitted
from the point that it is raining so hard that the congealed dish will spoil. The Sages told a
parable: To what is this matter comparable? It is comparable to a servant who comes to pour
wine for his master, and he pours a jug [kiton] of water in his face to show him that his presence
is not desired. So too, in the sukkah, rain is an indication that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
does not want the person to fulfill the mitzvah of sukkah
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It is written "For seven days teishvu in sukkot," (Vayikra 23:42), which means "you must dwell"
in sukkot. The Torah teaches that you should make the sukkah your home for seven days. Just
as you live in your home all year, so now [on Sukkos] the sukkah should be your principal
residence. You should bring your fine china and elegant tablecloths there. You should eat, drink,
study, spend your leisure, and sleep in the sukkah. Even conversation with friends should be
held in the sukkah, and if you pray alone you should also pray in the sukkah. It is written, "This
is so that future generations will know that | caused the Israelites to live in sukkot then | brought
them out of Egypt," (Vayikra 23:43). Therefore, you should keep in mind when you live in the
Sukkah, that the Holy One, blessed is He, commanded us to live in the sukkah as a memorial of
the Exodus from Egypt. Regarding the sukkot of which the verse says "That | caused [the
Israelites] to live in sukkot, there is disagreement among Taanaim. Rabbi Eliezer says that it
refers to the Clouds of Glory with which the Holy One, blessed is He, surrounded our
forefathers, to shield them from the heat and the sun. Rabbi Akiva, says that it means actual
sukkot that they built for themselves when they camped [in the desert] as a protection from the
sun. Although we departed from Egypt in the month of Nissan, He did not command us to build
the sukkah during that season, because it is the beginning of the summer, when people usually
build booths for the shade, and it would not be recognized as being built in order to fulfill the
mitzvah of the Creator, blessed is His Name. He, therefore, commanded us to make it in the
seventh month, which is the rainy season, when people usually move out of their booths to live
in their homes; but we move out of our houses to live in the sukkah; which makes it clear to all
.that we are fulfilling the King's command



