
There is a story told about Rabbi Shimshon Refael Hirsch.
Towards the end of his life, he surprised his students by

taking some time off and going on a trip to Switzerland. They
inquired as to why he was putting such importance on
taking a vacation. He responded “When I stand shortly
before the Almighty, I will be held answerable to many
questions. But what will I say when God asks—and he is

certain to ask—'Shimshon, did you see my Alps?'”

Source exploration

Inside
Israel

Machtesh Ramon
Location: Center of the desert in the Negev

An erosion crater that is approx. 25 miles long and
between 1.5-6 miles wide at different points. It is
shaped like a long heart.
The southern edge contains fossils of sea creatures
from thousands of years ago.
It is Israel’s largest national park and contains the
area’s native small animals. 
Khan Saharonim, the remains of a roadside inn from
the end of the first century, is found here. This inn was
used by travelers as they moved along the spice route. 

If you could only visit 5 sites in Israel,
would you visit Machtesh Ramon? Why

דברים ג':כ"ז
אֵ֣ה   וּרְ ה  רָ֖חָ  זְ וּמִ מָ֥נָה  י פֹ֛נָה וְתֵ  צָ ה וְ מָּ יָ֧ נֶ֛יךָ  י שָׂ֥א עֵ גָּ֗ה וְ  סְ פִּ  רֹ֣אשׁ הַ לֵ֣ה׀   עֲ

זֶּֽה׃   דֵּ֥ן הַ  יַּרְ  ת⁠־הַ בֹ֖ר אֶ עֲ לֹ֥א תַ י⁠־ נֶ֑יךָ כִּ י עֵ בְ

Go up to the summit of Pisgah and gaze about, to the west,
the north, the south, and the east. Look at it well, for you

shall not go across yonder Jordan.

בראשית כ״ב:ד׳
חֹֽק׃   רָ ק֖וֹם מֵ מָּ  ת־הַ א אֶ יַּ֥רְ  נָ֛יו וַ י ת־עֵ הָ֧ם אֶ  רָ בְ שָּׂ֨א אַ  יִּ שִׁ֗י וַ  י לִ שְּׁ   יּ֣וֹם הַ   בַּ

On the third day, Avraham lifted up his eyes and saw the
place from afar.

How does sight impact experience? Does
sight impact the Jewish experience? The

ability to experience israel?

Song Analysis

What is the main idea of this song in your
opinion? What lyrics cause you to think

this? Are there other themes that come up in
this song?

Site Visits


