
A Guide for Parents 

Whether or not you decide to see or let your children see “The Passion of the
Christ” is a personal decision. The movie has received an R rating.Therefore, children
under the age of 17 will not be permitted into the movie unless accompanied by an adult. If
you do choose to view the film with your child you may want to be mindful of the following:

The movie is extremely graphic and violent. This may not be appropriate for younger
viewers. Prepare your child about what he/she is about to see by talking about the history of
the Passion Play in an age-appropriate manner. Make sure you are knowledgeable enough
about the subject matter to answer questions that your child may have.

In the aftermath of the film’s release, if you or your child is confronted by insensitive or
anti-Semitic behavior or comments, there are some things to remember. First, there are no
strict rules for confronting these behaviors and there are no right or wrong ways to react.
Each person needs to find his or her own comfortable responses. However, here are some
guidelines for responding to insensitive/anti-Semitic comments.

POINTS TO REMEMBER:

• There are no absolute rules: everyone responds differently.
• It is O.K. to be angry or upset.
• Remember that you have done nothing to provoke this situation; it is not your fault.
• You are not alone; there is support and help if you ask for it. Call ADL. Talk to your     

parent, teacher, or rabbi.
• Words never justify violent behavior. Do not resort to violence.

WHAT TO SAY TO YOURSELF:

• Think before you respond or react.
• It’s often more effective to be calm, polite and hold your head high.
• Is this something you should respond to or walk away from?
• Do you know enough to respond or do you need more facts?
• It may be better to take someone aside to talk outside of a group.
• If you aren’t sure whether to do something, discuss it with other people.
• If you can’t manage to respond right away, can you do something later? 

WHAT TO SAY TO OTHERS:

• Let the other person speak, then respond.
• Talk clearly and deliberately, but don’t raise your voice.
• Try to express how a comment made you feel.
• Focus on the offensive words or behavior, but don’t attack the person.
• Tell someone you trust about the incident (friend, parent, teacher, rabbi).

WHAT TO DO IF YOU SEE SOMETHING WHICH COULD BE AGAINST THE LAW
(HATE CRIME):

• Call the police or ask an adult to call for you.
• Leave all evidence – don’t remove anything (take photos if possible).
• Tell as many people as you can until you get a response.
• Try to write down everything you saw or heard.
• Call the local Anti-Defamation League

How ADL can help
Confronting Anti-Semitism Workshops

Workshops which provide participants with tools they can
use to discern anti-Semitism and respond to anti-Semitic lan-
guage and incidents. Workshops use real-life incidents as the
basis for video vignettes which provide an interactive context in
which to examine these difficult issues and our response to
them. Workshops also involve other interactive exercises that
include self-assessment,role-playing and group problem-solving.

ADL’s A WORLD OF 
DIFFERENCE® Institute

A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE® Institute programs pro-
vide hands-on training to help children and adults challenge
prejudice and discrimination and learn to live and work
successfully and civilly and an increasingly diverse world.

ADL’s A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE Institute is the leading
provider of diversity and anti-bias training and resources.
Workshops use interactive exercises to help participants
examine their own prejudices and learn how to deal with
them and the prejudices of others.

ADL Publications

On the Death of
Jesus: Jewish and
Christian
Interpretations,
by Dr. Eugene J.
Fisher,Associate
Director,
Secretariat for
Ecumenical and
Interreligious
Affairs, United
States Conference of
Catholic Bishops
and Rabbi Leon

Klenicki,Consultant for Interfaith Affairs, Anti-Defamation
League, 2001.

Parish Passion Plays: What Do They Teach?
by Eugene J. Fisher and Leon Klenicki, 1984

Confronting 
Anti-Semitism: 
Myths… .Facts
Anti-Defamation
League, 2002.

Never Again?
The Threat of the New
Anti-Semitism,
by Abraham H.
Foxman,
HarperSanFrancisco,
2003

A Primer on Passion
Plays, Eugene J. Fisher,
Leon Klenicki,
Leonard Swidler,
Gerard Sloyan,
Bishop’s Committee
for Ecumenical and
Interreligious Affairs,
National Conference
of Catholic Bishops

Anti-Defamation League
Resources for Classroom and
Community,ADL’s Resource
Catalog for publications,
posters and videos, 2003.

The Death of Christ by Eugene
J. Fisher and Rabbi Leon
Klenicki.

The ADL’s No Place for Hate® campaign
was developed to organize communities to
work together and develop projects that
enhance the appreciation of diversity and
foster harmony amongst diverse groups.
The No Place for Hate® campaign empow-
ers communities to promote respect for
individual and group differences while
challenging prejudice and bigotry.

Launched in schools during the 2001-
2002 school year, the popular program has
been embraced by 70 campuses since its
inception, including many in the Houston
area, a school in the Santa Fe Independent
School District, and others in Austin and
Round Rock in central Texas. To be desig-
nated as a No Place for Hate® school, par-
ticipants sign the ADL’s Resolution of
Respect, complete at least three or more of
the more than 100 activities in the No
Place for Hate® Resource Guide and docu-
ment these activities.

This year’s
resource guide,
Respect, is pictured
at right. In addition
to the Resolution of
Respect and the
anti-bias activities
mentioned above, the guide includes a calen-
dar and glossary of different religious and cul-
tural observances, hate crime information,
ways to respond to hate incidents and hate
crimes in schools, and tips for responding to
hurtful language and situations.The guides are
available through the ADL’s Southwest
Regional Office at 713-627-3490.

Organizations and web sites:

Anti-Defamation League (ADL) — www.adl.org

American Jewish Committee (AJC) — www.ajc.org

Boston College Center for Christian-Jewish Learning —
www.bc.edu/research/cjl

Beliefnet — www.beliefnet.com/

Excerpts from Roman Catholic Magisterial Teaching
Documents on the Crucifixion — www.bc.edu/
research/cjl/metaelements/ texts/education/magisteri-
um_ crucifixion.htm

U.S. Bishop’s Committee on Ecumenical and
Interreligious Affairs, Criteria for the Evaluation of
Dramatizaion of the Passion (1988) —
w w w. b c . e d u / r e s e a r c h / c j l / m e t a - e l e m e n t s /
texts/documents/catholic/Passion_Plays.htm

A Comparison of the Passion Narratives:
www.bc.edu/research/cjl/metaelements/partners/CBA_
Sem/Passion_Narratives.htm

Dramatizing the Death of Jesus:  Issues that have Surfaced
in Media Reports about the Upcoming Film, The Passion:
www.bc.edu/research/cjl/metaelements/texts/news/dr
amatiz ing_the_death_of_jesus.htm

A Christian Response to “The Passion” and Passion Plays,
Bridges for Peace, by JoAnn Magnuson, August 2003 —
http://www.freeman.org/m_online/sep03/bridges.htm

Publications and written materials:

“Nostra Aetate,” Declaration of the Relationship of the
Church to Non-Christian Religions, Second Vatican
Council, 1965

“Wicked Jews and Suffering Christians in the
Oberammergau Passion Play.”  In Representations of Jews
Throughout the Ages, 153-169 by Gordon R. Mork.
Edited by Leonard Jay Greenspoon, Ronals Simkins, and
Jean Axelrad Cahan, Omaha, NE: Creighton University
Press, 2003.

What Viewers Should Know About…The Oberammergau
Passion Play, 1980, by Judith Herschopf Banki,
Interreligious Affairs Department, the American Jewish
Committee, 1980.

Other Resources

Coalition for Mutual Respect

The Coalition for Mutual Respect was the
creation of former ADL board chair Regina
Rogers. Founded in 1996, it brings together
representatives from a diverse group of
Houston-area religious institutions and other
community leaders to provide programs and
events that lead to inter-religious understand-
ing. The Coalition for Mutual Respect’s yearly
pulpit exchanges have resulted in hundreds of
friendships between persons of different
faiths, and extensive educational opportunities
for Houstonians of different faiths. For more
information, contact ADL at 713-627-3490.

Walking Together

A new project of the ADL in partnership
with the National Federation of Temple
Brotherhoods,Walking Together brings togeth-
er youngsters and their parents from the three
Abrahamic religious traditions: Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. Participants in Walking
Together get to know each other and each
other’s religious traditions during three, 3-hour
sessions led by trained facilitators. Though the
program is new to our area, it has created long-
standing friendships and greater understanding
between adherents of these three religions in
other parts of the country.We anticipate similar
success throughout our region. For more infor-
mation, contact ADL at 713-627-3490.

People 4 People

Coordinated by the ADL and sponsored by a
host of civil rights organizations, including the
Houston Area Urban League,National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, League
of United Latin American Citizens, Asian Pacific
American Heritage Association, and the Human
Rights Campaign (to name a few), People 4
People creates social relationships between
diverse racial, ethnic and religious groups
through monthly meetings. Participants meet in
groups of 6 to 8 at least once a month at a place
and time of their choosing. For more informa-
tion,contact dmarks@adl.org

Interfaith Holocaust 
Remembrance Service

This annual service commemorates all the
victims who died in the Holocaust, and it is
held at a different religious institution every
year. The sponsoring religious institutions
come from all faiths, and in the past few years
the service has been held at a Catholic church,
a United Methodist Church, a Church of
Christ, and the Resurrection Metropolitan
Community Church.

This year’s service will be held at 7 p.m.
Wednesday,May 12 at St.Paul’s United Methodist
Church, 5501 South Main, Houston,Texas. For
more information, contact dmarks@ adl.org.
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