
A model for regular group Midrash study 
Using Simi Peters’ “LEARNING TO READ MIDRASH” 

 
•  Objectives:   

- To study the entire book and its sources as a weekly group study 
- To become familiar with fundamental Rabbinic themes in the texts 
- To learn how to interpret such basic Midrashic methods as the mashal, the 

petichta and the prooftext -- and how to view a midrash as a structural 
whole.  

- To learn the art of looking at a midrash and asking ‘why?’ 
- (For those with a moderate background in Rabbinic Hebrew)  To acquire a 

working grasp of Rabbinic Hebrew and Midrashic terminology. 
 
•  Suggested method 
 

- Meeting weekly for one hour, each chapter can reasonably be studied in 
two or three sessions, occasionally less and occasionally more. The group 
can expect to complete the book within 6-9 months. 

- A study-leader should prepare a chapter in depth, reading it at least twice 
to identify the key themes and forms, checking all relevant Tanach sources 
– and, equally importantly, preparing (mentally or on paper) questions to 
put to the group on key points of the chapter.  In particular, challenge the 
group to make sense of the meshalim and to test nimshal against mashal. 

- At the same time, the leader should feel free to elaborate on certain points 
and introduce  his/her own insights. On many occasions, the leader may 
profitably raise issues for debate. The leader should, however, strive to 
keep the session moving and avoid excessive digression. 

- Group members should aim to read an entire chapter ahead of the 
session, even if the session will cover (or has covered) part of the chapter 
– and to PONDER the significance of the ideas in the text. Their goal 
should be to answer key questions the leader may raise about the chapter 
– and to contribute to discussion and debate. 

- The leader should arrange for photocopies of the Hebrew text and of the 
English version of the text – for participants to keep in front of them 
alongside the book itself. (This will require some cutting and pasting – the 
English text is sometimes scattered rather than reproduced in one block.) 

- It will often also help the group if the leader prepares photocopies of 
relevant Tanach sources – including the verses preceding and following 
the Midrash prooftexts, for sake of context. 
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