
 

 
Please note that is a sample lesson of a larger more comprehensive Curriculum. If 
you are interested in receiving the full Curriculum or have any questions please 
contact Stefanie Greenberg at sgreenberg@metcouncil.org. 

 
 

Goals and Objectives of the Jewish Poverty Curriculum 
 
 

PART I: UNDERSTANDING POVERTY AND JEWISH POVERTY 
 
 
Overview: 

The first part of the Poverty curriculum is to introduce students to what poverty is and 
why people are poor.  Many believe that Jewish Poverty is an oxymoron, but one out of 
every five Jews in New York City lives in poverty.  And, with the additional high costs of 
maintaining a Jewish life, it is an increasing problem which receives far too little 
attention.  Lessons include case studies of people in poverty, background information 
about poverty in NYC, and an assessment of how much it costs to live a Jewish lifestyle.   

 
Goals: 

• Help students understand what poverty is and how it affects Jews in New York City. 
 
Objectives: 

• Students will consider case studies in order to think about what poverty is and the 
different ways it affects people. 

• Students will be able to understand the concepts of cost of living in NYC, living 
Jewishly, and living in poverty. 

• Students will learn to budget and utilize the resources that they are given or procure. 
• Students will learn the scope and size of problems associated with poverty. 

 
Lessons include: 

1. What is Poverty? (30 minutes) 
2. The Budget Game (1-1½ hours) 
3. The Facts of Poverty (30 to 40 minutes) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
PART II: JEWISH RESPONSIBILITY 
 
Overview:   

Part II will confront stereotypes about Jewish giving and relationships to money.  
Students will learn text on Jewish giving and our responsibilities as Jews.   

 
Goals: 

• To work with students to consider our unique relationship as Jews to Tzedakah.   
• To teach students what Judaism teaches about giving, including an understanding of 

Rambam’s ladder. 
• To help students figure out what they can and would like to do to give Tzedakah. 
• To teach students ways in which they can carry out their own Mitzvah projects. 
• To have the students complete their own Mitzvah project. 

 
Objectives: 

• Students will confront stereotypes about Jews and money 
• Students will learn our responsibilities as Jews of giving Tzedakah 
• Students will learn the eight steps of Rambam’s ladder. 
• Students will figure out what kind of Mitzvah projects they would like to do. 
• Students will come up with, and carry out their own Mitzvah projects. 

 
Lessons include: 

1. What is our Relationship as Jews to Tzedakah? (1 hour) 
2. Is one Mitzvah More Valuable than Another? (1 hour) 
3. Mitzvah Superheroes: Tzedakah in Action 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
Excerpt from Part I, Lesson A “What is Poverty?” 

 
The first part of each lesson contains detailed instructions for the educator.  In addition to goals 
and objectives, you will find clear directions as to how to implement the curriculum, including 
prompts to guide the follow up discussions.  The second part of each lesson includes a handout to 
distribute to the class.  These are designed to engage the students in thought and discussion. 
 

 
Part I(A) : What is Poverty? 

 
Goals: 

• To help students consider different case studies in order to figure out what poverty is and 
how it affects people in different circumstances. 

• Students will begin to think about what poverty is. 
 
Objectives: 

• Students will be able to define poverty and understand the affect it has on a person’s life. 
 
Directions:  

Students are to read one or both of the case studies, either as a group or by themselves.  
This will help your students to begin thinking about what poverty is.     

 
Materials Needed:   

Case Studies Provided (Handouts 1 and 2) 
 
Time Required:  

30 minutes 
  
Discussion:  

The same questions below are provided on the handout sheets for your students.  Talking 
points are listed below to help guide your discussion.  These two case studies should 
become more relatable to your students after the budget activity; feel free to incorporate 
information from the case studies into the budget activity in Part I (B). 

 
Case Study: This case tells the story of a filmmaker and his wife who is injured in a bomb blast 
in Israel. 
 

1. Based on this article, how would you define poverty? 
o Not being able to pay the bills 

 
2. What are the emotional problems associated with poverty? 

o Sadness, inferiority, anxiety   
 



 

3. Would your family be able to cope if a crisis occurred? 
o You can emphasize the point that Jack is in this situation because he was in an 

accident. 
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Name:         Date:     
 

Adapted from NEW YORK TIMES NEEDIEST CASES  
He Witnessed a Bombing and Is Still Paying the Price 

By STEPHANIE ROSENBLOOM  
The New York Times December 7, 2004 
 
“This is a song about freedom," says the man with the guitar as the band begins to 
play.  It is after midnight on a beachfront strip by the Mediterranean Sea, and music 
wafts from Mike's Place, a popular blues bar in Tel Aviv.   
 
Inside, people are dancing on the tables.  Hips twitch.  Fists shake.  Couples kiss.  
Waitresses wriggle through the crowd carrying foamy beers high above their heads. 
 
But then the music stops.  There is only darkness, and silence so palpable, it is like a 
high-pitched scream.  Suddenly, orange-vested men are running with stretchers.  Glass 
is everywhere.  People who were dancing moments before are on their knees in the 
streets; their skin is red in the glow of ambulance lights as they press their hands to their 
faces and cry. 
 
This is footage from "Blues by the Beach," a documentary produced by Jack Baxter and 
his wife, Fran Strauss-Baxter, New Yorkers whose comfortable lives were cast into chaos 
when a suicide bomber detonated his explosives at the entrance to Mike's Place on April 
30, 2003. 
 
Mr.  Baxter and his crew were there that night to film the lighter side of life in Israel.  
They ended up capturing the horror. 
 
Into the hospital the camera goes, into a white antiseptic room where Mr.  Baxter, 52, 
lies with his neck in a brace, his arm in a cast, his skin scorched, his limbs lacerated, and 
his eardrums blown out. 
 
A brain contusion has left him partly paralyzed on his left side, and last winter he  
developed bumps on his body that doctors call organic shrapnel - pieces of the bomber's 
body embedded in his. 
 
Ms.  Strauss-Baxter, 53, was in the couple's loft on West 29th Street in Manhattan when 
she got the call about her husband.  She flew to Ichilov Hospital in Tel Aviv, where three 
days later Mr.  Baxter regained consciousness. 
 
The Baxters wanted to make a documentary about peace, about a place where Israelis 
and Arabs could sit at the same bar and listen to the blues; where religion and politics 
take a backseat to dancing. 
 
"That's what life should be," Ms.  Strauss- Baxter said.  "People living alongside each 
other." 



Handout page 2 of 3 

 
 
She and her husband know about religious harmony.  Mr.  Baxter is a filmmaker and a 
freelance journalist who grew up Catholic in the Bronx.  Ms.  Strauss-Baxter is a 
children's book designer from Great Neck, N.Y., and is Jewish.  They met seven years 
ago at the rooftop pool at the Holiday Inn on West 57th Street. 
 
Though their love for each other remains strong, their ordeal has left them destitute* 
and exhausted.  "We have absolutely no money," said Ms.  Strauss-Baxter, who quit her 
job last year to care for her husband. 
 
Transportation to and from medical appointments and rehabilitation for Mr.  Baxter 
depleted the couple's savings.  Bills piled up, and Ms.  Strauss-Baxter did not know 
where to turn. 
 
A childhood friend of Mr.  Baxter’s suggests that the couple seek help from UJA-
Federation of New York*, one of seven charities supported by The New York Times 
Neediest Cases Fund*. 
 
The Federation referred the Baxters to the Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty*, 
one of its beneficiaries, where $1,083 from the Neediest Cases was used to pay the 
couple's rent and Consolidated Edison bills for two months while they got back on their 
feet. 
 
"You have no idea how much this meant; it helped me not only financially, but to be able 
to talk," Ms.  Strauss-Baxter said, referring to the supportive staff at the Metropolitan 
Council. 
 
Ms.  Strauss-Baxter recently began working again, designing children's textbooks. 
Mike's Place is recovering, too.  It reopened only seven days after the bombing, on 
Israel's Memorial Day. 
 
"Evil walked into Mike's Place, trying to ruin us, trying to erase us," Gal Ganzman, the 
owner of Mike's Place, says in the documentary.  "But you can't beat us, because love 
can't be beat.  We got stronger.  We got closer." 
 
The same can be said of the Baxters.  Their labor of love, "Blues by the Beach," had its 
premiere in October at the Hamptons International Film Festival on Long Island, where 
it received the Dan and Ewa Abraham and Tammy Abraham Films of Conflict and 
Resolution Award. 
 
Two British Muslims killed 3 people and wounded more than 50 in the bombing that 
changed the Baxters' lives.  Asif Hanif detonated his explosives; those strapped to his 
accomplice, Omar Khan Sharif, failed to detonate.  Yet there is  one thing that both men 
failed to do: deter the Baxters from returning to Israel.  When they are financially able, 
they plan to go back to Tel Aviv, and to Mike's Place, where every night the sound of the 
blues still wafts along the Mediterranean. 
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Glossary 
 
       Destitute: Lacking resources or the means of subsistence; completely impoverished 
 

UJA-Federation of New York: The largest local philanthropy in the world, UJA-Federation is 
the umbrella organization that coordinates the network of Jewish non-profit agencies in 
New York. Their mission is caring for those in need, rescuing those in harm's way, and 
renewing and strengthening the Jewish people in New York, Israel, and around the world. 
 

       New York Times Neediest Cases Fund: Raises millions of dollars to help thousands  
of individuals and families in distress 
 

       Metropolitan Council On Jewish Poverty: A not-for-profit organization representing  
and coordinating the efforts of grass roots Jewish Community Councils and citywide and 
national Jewish organizations.  It is the primary advocate for the needs of poor Jews, 
reaching out to the isolated Jewish poor and elderly, and increasing public recognition of 
the extent and nature of poverty among Jews through legislative and social advocacy 

 
For more information about the bombing in Tel Aviv at Mike’s place which changed the 
Baxter’s lives, check out the following sites: 

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mike's_Place (Encyclopedia account of the event) 
• http://www.israelnewsagency.com/bluesbythebeachisraelmikesplace385551.html (More 

about Blues by the Beach, the documentary about the event) 
 
Questions for Discussion: 
 

1. Based on this article how would you define poverty? 
 
2. What are the emotional needs associated with poverty? 
 
3. Would your family be able to cope if a crisis occurred? 

 
 
 


