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February is Jewish Disability Awareness Month! 

Make a difference this February. Start a conversation with all families in your 

community – those coping with disability and those who aren’t. Welcome 

children, teens and adults with disabilities in your community, into your school, 

JCC, and synagogue.  Invite everyone to your Jewish communal table, and talk 

about successful, community-wide inclusion in order to raise awareness and 

encourage advocacy.   

Did you know…?  

 Around 10% of the world's population, roughly 650 million people, live with 

some kind of disability.   

 People with disabilities are more likely to be victims of abuse.   

 An estimated 14% of the Jewish community identifies as having some sort 

of disability. 

 According to a recent poll in Israel, 67% responded that they don't want 

to meet or get to know someone with a cognitive disability. 

 

The inclusion of children with special needs and their families within the Jewish 

community is a critical Jewish social justice issue.  Fear, lack of education, and 

lack of meaningful opportunities for integration prevent understanding between 

all Jews – between all people, young and old.  

At Shutaf Inclusion Programs in Jerusalem, we are committed to inclusion-based 

programming and quality services for all, regardless of disability, financial 

limitations or religious differences. What does that really mean? We make our 

program a place of complete acceptance and inclusion for all kids with all kinds 

of disabilities; religious and secular, rich and poor, well-educated and less so. 

 

All Jews and their families, should be accepted, included and considered 

important in the Jewish community.  Inclusion: It's the next big idea! 

 

  Attached are short conversation ideas and role-play scenarios designed to start 

a conversation in your community.  This is an opportunity to discuss some tough 

issues in an open, honest and personal way. 
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Talk! 

Directions: Open the month by leading simple conversations with your students 

beginning with these triggers.  Encourage them to be honest, to be respectful of 

each other's opinions and to explore their feelings.  

1. How do you feel when you see someone with special needs? 

 a. Aren't all kids just kids? 

2. B'tzelem Elokim, We're all created in G-d's image 

 a. What does this idea mean to me? 

 b. How can I apply this to including everyone in my community? 

2. Why do you feel this way about people with special needs? 

 a. Have others taught you to feel this way? 

 b. What personal experiences have taught you to feel this way? 

3. The "R" word and other hurtful words 

 a. Have you ever used them? 

 b. Why do people use them? 

 c. How does it make you feel when people use them? 

 d. How can you ask someone not to use hurtful words? 

4. Have you ever been hurt or insulted by someone with special needs? 

a. Are you uncomfortable with the openness of many people with special 

needs? Why? 

b. Do people with special needs have different kind of filters? 

c. What can we learn from them? 
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Act! 

Directions: Share the scenario with your students, develop the idea together, 

choose the cast and then role-play the scenario.  Allow students to explore and 

discuss their own feelings regarding each scenario in a respectful setting. 

1. Can my child attend this school? (all ages) 

Setting: Two parents and their child with special needs are meeting with the 

principal of the local day school that they would like their child to be included in.  

It is important to the parents that their child is included fully in the community, but 

the principal is unsure how the school could accommodate the child, and how 

the other children would react to this child being in their classroom. 

Cast: 

1. Child with special needs 

2. Two parents 

3. Principal 

2. What do I do? (all ages) 

Setting: Two friends are hanging out at the local coffee shop.  A person with 

special needs comes up to them and begins a conversation.  The friends are 

unsure of how to react. 

Cast: 

1. Two friends 

2. Person with special needs 

3. Pre-natal diagnosis (high school and adult) 

Setting: Parents who have just found out their child will be born with special needs 

are talking to another family who has a child with special needs.  They are 

concerned about their ability to raise and to provide for a child with special 

needs.  The doctor has also told them that they could choose to abort this child.  

They are confused, and have chosen to speak to another couple who are 

currently raising a child with special needs.   

Cast:  

1. Two parents (who have recently found out their child will be born with special 

needs) 

2. Two parents (who have a child with special needs) 

3. Child with special needs 
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About Shutaf:  

Founded in 2007, Shutaf serves more than 120 children and teens, ages 6-21, 

year-round, with and without special needs, in the Jerusalem area.  Shutaf is 

committed to inclusion-based programming and quality services for all, 

regardless of disability, financial limitations or religious differences.  

 

As a project which began in Jerusalem, Shutaf brings together participants from 

a variety of backgrounds who would not typically come together in their daily 

lives. Disability and need often unify diverse populations who then benefit from 

realizing that their differences aren’t so extreme, that we are all human beings, 

created in G-d’s image. Shutaf programs offer a place for social engagement 

and collective identity in a city which is often polarized and separated by 

religious and cultural differences. 

 

Shutaf programs include: One-week Vacation Camps during Hanukkah and 

Passover, and a three-week session in August; Weekly after-school youth groups 

for kids and teens; Young Leadership Program for Teens offering vocational 

training and ongoing work experience year-round, in a supportive, social 

environment of self-exploration, identity and self-advocacy; Parent support 

groups and family gatherings during the year as part of strengthening and 

educating the Shutaf community. 

More About Shutaf: 

1. Blog: http://shutaf.wordpress.com/ 

2. Website: www.campshutaf.org 

3. Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/shutaf 

4. Introducing Shutaf: http://youtu.be/VXyB8nBHriI 

5. Shutaf's 5th Birthday Concert: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWKezTIXtgQ 

6.  Shutaf in Ha'aretz: http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/the-jewish-thinker/if-

god-created-man-in-his-image-then-why-would-we-look-down-at-people-with-

special-needs.premium-1.493294 

For more information, B'nei Mitzvah and Mitzvah Day 

programming or classroom units contact: 

Elizabeth@campshutaf.org 
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