
Using Graphic Organizers 
& Nonlinguistic 

Representations

Using Graphic Organizers Using Graphic Organizers 
& Nonlinguistic & Nonlinguistic 

RepresentationsRepresentations
Venn diagrams, Comparison Venn diagrams, Comparison 

Matrices & Pattern OrganizersMatrices & Pattern Organizers

By Leah-Perl Shollar



Why use these methods?
According to Marzano, Pickering, and Pollack, 

of the specific instructional strategies 
that affect student achievement, 
identifying similarities and differences 
ranks the highest in terms of learning 
impact – a percentile gain of 45!

Using nonlinguistic representations follows 
closely, with a percentile gain of 27.



Identifying similarities and  differences is a complex and 
abstract process – yet basic to human thought!

Using graphics to demonstrate findings enhances students’
understanding of, and ability to use knowledge.

Classifying information and using analogies involves digging out
common elements based on specific criteria.  This critical 
thinking is a means by which to break down information –
then rebuild it into something greater than the sum of its 
parts.



V. Comparison Matrix

7. Other

6. National brotherhood

5. Shared schooling

4. No more forced 
Jewish Dress

3. Tearing down the 
ghettos

2. No double taxation or 
double entry fees

1. Open job 
opportunities (guilds, 
apprenticeships)

ConPro
Characteristic

Jewish History 11th grade: comparison matrix from a test 
on the Era of Enlightenment and its effects for Jews



Over the course of the second trimester, our class 
studied the Era of Enlightenment, and its effects 
on the lives of the Jews of Western Europe.  The 
newfound freedoms came with a heavy price in 
terms of religious observances.  Joseph II of 
Austria’s Edict of Toleration demanded that Jews 
discard their distinctive language, dress, and 
schooling.  There were pluses, too – like the 
abolishment of Jew taxes and double court fees.  
Students were asked to think about the ways in 
which various changes would have impacted 
Jewish life, and to fill in this comparison matrix.



EMPHASIS

DIRECTION OF 
SERVICE

RELATIONSHIP TO 
G-D THAT IS 
STRESSED

SPREAD TO

HOW IT WAS 
TRANSMITTED

WHY IT WAS 
NEEDED

LOCATION 

YEAR FOUNDED

FOUNDER

MUSSARCHASSIDUS

1.What similarities exist 
between the two philosophies?
2.What differences exist?
3.Any further thoughts?

Jewish History 
11th grade: 
Comparison 
Matrix for the 
Mussar
Movement



At the beginning of the year, students studied the 
rise and spread of a mystical movement in 
Judaism called Chassidus.  This term we are 
examining a different religious movement called 
Mussar.  Both philosophies have the same goal – to 
reinvigorate people’s everyday service of G-d; it is 
the ways in which they strive to reach that goal 
that are diametrically opposite.  This comparison 
matrix will help students see each movement in 
the context of its times, as well as to understand 
how the two take different paths to the same 
end.



Bible class: Venn diagram for the portion of Pinchas –
compare and contrast two commentaries on the same verse



I chose this Venn diagram from many that 
were included in student workbooks on the 
Biblical portion of Pinchas. Often, two or 
more commentaries offer similar or 
overlapping explanations about the same 
topic or verse.  Using Venn diagrams 
sharpens students’ critical thinking skills, 
and gets them to ‘fine-slice’ the exact or 
subtle difference between these 
commentators’ explanations.



1. ______________________
2. ______________________

THEN
________________________________

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

Conditions for a rainbow to appear:
1. Partly sunny, partly cloudy
2. Clouds cannot be heavy and dark, but 

rather light and translucent
THEN
Water particles in the clouds act as a 

prism, splitting white light into a 
brilliant array of seven hues…

The nimshalThe mashal

Genesis 9:13, commentary of the Malbi”m

How does this embody G-d’s ‘new world order’? 

__________________________________________
__________________________________________



This is a graphic organizer for a commentary 
on Genesis.  Rabbi Malbi”m discusses the 
scientific phenomenon of a rainbow, laying 
out the physical conditions necessary for 
its appearance.  He then correlates these 
conditions to specific mystical concepts.  
He then goes on to explain how the 
rainbow embodies the new world order 
that was put into place after the flood.



Bible class: comparison chart for Balak
and Bilaam



As a follow up to the initial charting 
activity, students were given a 
compare and contrast exercise as 
part of their exam.  Using what they 
had learned, they were to identify 
areas of similarity between Balak and 
Bilaam, and areas of difference.



ּכמה  ּפעמי ם נ מצאים  מּו שגים 
?)ואיפה( אלּו  ּבּפרשה 

קּבלת 
עֹול 

ּפריקת 
עֹול 

עזּות עניוותּפריצּותצניעּות
מצח



Classifying:
Where are these concepts found in the 

Bible portion?



Bible Class:  Graphic Organizer for Analogy from Pinchas

• ּפנחס is to הריגת  ז מ רי וּכזּבי 

as

• י ''ּבנ is to __________

RELATIONSHIP: ____________________

__________________________________



We developed this analogy as a class, while studying 
the Biblical portion of Pinchas.  Partners were 
reading through a cryptic commentary from 
Nachmanides, and many had trouble grasping his 
meaning.  I interrupted the independent learning 
for a few moments of frontal teaching.  As we 
reviewed the commentary together, I sketched 
this analogy on the board, then asked students to 
filled in the missing links – including describing 
the relationship that was hinted to by 
Nachmanides, but not stated explicitly.  
Afterward, all was clear! 



.  ב' 'כ לתאר אישיּותֹו של ּבלק וּבלעם  לפי הנתונים ּבּפרק 
!והּפרשנים, י'' ּפירש, להשתמש ּבתֹוכן הּפשט

הּפרשן  מ ' 'דה ּפסּוק אֹפיים

:ּבלק
-?  מנין לך-   



Over the course of two months, students studied 
the Bible portion of Balak.  During this time they 
read commentaries about Balak and Bilaam, as well 
as participating in discussions, and lectures about 
them. Part of their partner work was to create 
character sketches by aggregating what they had 
gleaned about the men.  Students charted this 
information by detailing the characteristic they’d 
identified, and where they found evidence of it.



Student-generated pattern organizer



Students were asked to make graphic 
organizers of their own design, 
conglomerating a variety of Biblical 
commentaries on a single topic.  This 
student chose the topic of holiness. She 
used various shades of colored paper to 
group segments of a similar theme, as well 
as showing how all of the themes revolve 
around a single unifying point. 



Drawing Pictures and Pictographs



Graphic Organizers & 
Nonlinguistic Representations :

Classroom instruction that 
works!
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